· In developing countries, 91 children out of 1,000 die before their fifth birthday. By comparison, in the United States 8 children in 1,000 will die before turning five years old. 1
· More than 800 million people in the world are malnourished—777 million of them are from the developing world. 2 And 177 million of them are children. 3
· Each day in the developing world, 30,100 children die from mostly preventable and treatable causes such as diarrhea, acute respiratory infections or malaria. Malnutrition is associated with over half of those deaths. 4
· Virtually every country in the world has the potential of growing sufficient food on a sustainable basis. The Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations has set the minimum requirement for caloric intake per person per day at 2350. Worldwide, there are 2720 calories available per person per day. 54 countries fall below that requirement; they do not produce enough food to feed their populations, nor are they able to afford to import the necessary commodities to make up the gap. Most of these countries are in sub-Saharan Africa. 5 

· Malnutrition can severely affect a child's intellectual development. Children who have stunted growth due to malnutrition score significantly lower on math and language achievement tests than do healthy children. 6
· More than 100 million children in the developing world are without access to basic education. 60 million of them are girls. 7
· An average six-year old girl in a developing country can expect to attend school for 7.7 years, compared with 9.3 years for a boy. 8
· Educated girls usually have smaller families when they grow up, and healthier pregnancies. A 10-percent increase in girls' primary enrollment can be expected to decrease infant mortality by 4.1 per 1,000 babies. 9
· The wealthiest fifth of the world's people consume an astonishing 86 percent of all goods and services, while the poorest fifth consumes one-percent. 10
· Of the 6 billion people in today's world, 1.2 billion live below $1 per day 11
· 2.4 billion people lack access to basic sanitation. 12
· 900 million people lack access to adequate health services. 13
· 1 billion people lack access to safe drinking water. Contaminated water kills 2.2 million people per year. 14
· The amount of money that the richest 1% of the world's people make each year equals what the poorest 57% make. 15
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Poverty in the United States

Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census March 2001 supplement to the Current Population Survey (CPS). Web: www.census.gov. 

Poverty
The poverty rate in 2000 dropped to 11.3%, down half a percentage point from 1999. This rate was not statistically different from the record low of 11.1% set in 1973. About 31.1 million people were poor in 2000, 1.1 million fewer than in 1999. 

The decrease in poverty between 1999 and 2000 was not concentrated in any one region of the United States, although the poverty rate did fall significantly for those living in metropolitan areas but outside of central cities (7.8% in 2000, down from 8.3% in 1999).

Compared with the most recent poverty-rate peak in 1993, a greater percentage of people in 2000 lived in families with at least one worker, and the poverty rate for people in these families fell since 1993; however, poor family members in 2000 were more likely to be living with at least one worker. 

Several groups set record-low poverty rates in 2000, while others tied their record-lows: 

· The poverty rate for people under 18 years old dropped to 16.2% in 2000 (down from 16.9% in 1999)—their lowest poverty rate since 1979. The poverty rate declined more for 18- to 24-year-olds than for any other age group. 

· Blacks (22.1%) and female-householder families (24.7%) had their lowest measured poverty rates in 2000. 

· People 65 years old and over (10.2%), Asians and Pacific Islanders (10.8%), Hispanics (21.2%), white non-Hispanics (7.5%), married-couple families (4.7%), and people living in the South (12.5%) had poverty rates in 2000 that were not statistically different from their measured lows. 

· Poverty rates fell for blacks (from 23.6% to 22.1%) and Hispanics (from 22.8% to 21.2%) between 1999 and 2000. 

· While blacks remained disproportionately poor, the difference in poverty rates between blacks and white non-Hispanics narrowed since the most recent poverty-rate peak. In 1993, the black poverty rate was 23.2 percentage points higher than that for white non-Hispanics; by 2000 this difference had fallen to 14.6 percentage points.

Child Poverty and Family Income

Childhood poverty has both immediate and lasting negative effects. Children in low-income families fare more poorly than children in more affluent families in the areas of economic security, health, and education. Children living in families that are poor are more likely than children living in other families to have difficulty in school, to become teen parents, and, as adults, to earn less and be unemployed more. The child poverty rate provides important information about the percentage of U.S. children whose current life circumstances are hard and whose futures are potentially limited as a result of their family's low income.

· In 1996, 20% of American children lived in families with cash incomes below the poverty line. 

· The percentage of children in poverty has stayed near or slightly above 20% since 1981.1 

· Children under age 6 are more often found in families with incomes below the poverty line than children ages 6 to 17. In 1996, 23% of children under age 6 lived in poverty, compared to 18% of older children. 

· Children with two married parents are much less likely to be living in poverty than children living only with their mothers. In 1996, 10% of children in two-parent families were living in poverty, compared to 49% in female-householder families. 

· This contrast by family structure is especially pronounced among certain racial and ethnic minorities. For example, in 1996, 14% of black children in married-couple families lived in poverty, compared to 58% of black children in female-householder families. Twenty-nine percent of Hispanic children in married-couple families lived in poverty, compared to 67% in female-householder families. 

· Most children in poverty are white and non-Hispanic. However, the proportion of black or Hispanic children in poverty is much higher than the proportion for white, non-Hispanic children. In 1996, 10% of white, non-Hispanic children lived in poverty, compared to 40% of black children and 40% of Hispanic children. 

· In 1996, 8% of all children lived in families with incomes less than half the poverty level, or $8,018 a year for a family of four, while 31% of children lived in families with incomes less than 150% of the poverty level, or $24,054 a year for a family of four.

The full distribution of the income of children's families is important, not just the percentage in poverty. Knowing that more and more children live in affluent families tells us that a growing proportion of America's children enjoy economic well-being. The growing gap between rich and poor children suggests that poor children may experience more relative deprivation even if the percentage of poor children is holding steady.

· In 1996, children living in families with medium income made up the largest share of children by income group (34%). There were similar percentages of children living with low income and with high income, 23% and 24%, respectively. 

· Since 1980, the percentage of children living in families with medium income has fallen from 41% to 34% in 1996, while the percentage of children living in families with high income and the percentage of children in extreme poverty have risen, from 17% to 24% and from 7% to 8%, respectively. The data indicate that there has been an increase in income disparity among children.

1. The child poverty rate for 1981 was 19.5%. Source: Federal Interagency Forum on Child and Family Statistics (www.childstats.gov), America's Children 1998.
