When Grace is the Chauffer:
A Wesleyan Model for Youth Ministry


Love: Strong feeling of personal affection, care, and desire for the well-being of others.  It is a primary characteristic of God’s nature (1 John 4:8, 16) and the supreme expression of Christian faith and action (1 Cor. 13:13; Gal. 5:14; Eph. 5:2; 1 John 4:7-21).

Prevenient Ministry: The “loving care” that comes before a Youth ever responds.  It is open to all whether it is accepted or not.  God’s Grace is at work here, in propelling Youth towards program opportunities.

Level I: Feelings of acceptance and love.  Community is experienced.
Level II: Causes a desire in a Youth to make some subtle life changes.  Youth chooses to commit to the group.  Love becomes more than a feeling and is put into action on behalf of self or the group.
Justifying Ministry: Love that challenges Youth to make a commitment (beyond the self and beyond the group) to God in Jesus Christ.  This may come through head knowledge and/or heart knowledge (a heart “strangely warmed”).  May be experience in a moment or over a period of time.  Inspires “conversion” in a number of different areas of a Youth’s growth toward maturity (being Christian on Purpose).
Sanctifying Ministry: Loving structure that enables a Youth who professes Christ to grow as a faithful disciple.
101: “Basic” classes on various aspects of the Christian faith.  “Basic” opportunities to put faith into action.

201: Advanced classes on various aspects of the Christian faith.  More elaborate opportunities that require a stronger level of commitment for ministry with others.

301: Preparatory classes on self-guided ministry.  Youth take the lead in developing their own ministry, group, study, etc.  Youth are invitational to others (Youth & Adults) to join in a Youth ministry program.  Youth teach and lead at the Prevenient and Justifying levels of ministry.
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