Thinking About Curriculum in Youth Ministry


What is Curriculum?

Webster defines curriculum as a fixed series of studies; all of the studies offered.  In relationship to Sunday School, curriculum refers to all the content and materials used to achieve the goals and purposes of Christian Education.  The most basic curriculum piece is The Bible, but numerous additional pieces should be used to bring the content into focus for contemporary living.

Curriculum Selection


Standards should be set for the teaching ministry of the Youth program.  ALL curriculum materials should reflect the doctrine, teachings, and tradition of the United Methodist Church.  Therefore, use United Methodist materials.  These are available through Cokesbury ( www.Cokesbury.com & www.ileadyouth.com ) or from individual Youth workers in the UMC who specialize in writing curriculum from a Wesleyan perspective (Charles Harrison, Andy Stoker, Brian Hardesty-Crouch, John Gooch, Walt Marcum, Mike Ratliff, etc.).
Why Use Wesleyan Materials?


Many things are distinctive about the UMC.  It is a particular lens through which many Christians have faithfully lived out their life with God.  Among the many unique things to consider are:
1. Consider the doctrine of Providence stated or implied in the materials.
· What is the nature of God in the material?

· Is God presented as a loving, gracious God, or a vengeful, punitive God?

· Is God a puppeteer, or does God endow God’s creatures with free will?

· What is God’s relationship with God’s creation?  Parent/child?  One who sets creation in motion and then left it on its own?  One who is nearby and interacts with creation?  One who must be begged to intervene or interact with creation?  All are chosen?  Some are elect?  Are all loved?
2. What is the doctrine of Grace stated or implied in the materials?
· Is grace offered freely to all who turn towards God or is the emphasis on the extreme sinful nature of humanity and the judgmental and punitive nature of God?

· Does grace “come before” any knowledge of God’s love?
3. How is Scripture presented and used?

· Is Scripture used as a whip to bring people in line?

· Is Scripture understood literally, or interpreted for contemporary use?

· Are learners encouraged to use the God-given intellect/reason, their experience, and the tradition of our Judeo-Christian heritage to understand and interpret Scripture for the present situation?
4. What are the understandings of the nature of faith development present in the material?

· Is faith seen as something that is poured into an empty vessel?
· Is faith seen as something that grows and develops as a person grows in their cognitive and moral abilities?

· Is faith a set of beliefs to which one must assent?

· Is faith something that is active and growing in a person’s life, a way of living in relationship with God through Jesus Christ?
5. What are the assumptions in the material about the ways in which people learn? 

· Does the material recognize that at least seven modes of learning exist, and utilize those modes?

(linguistic, musical, logic-math, spatial, body-kinesthetic, interpersonal,
intrapersonal)

· Does the material recognize the way different personality types operate?
 (Extravert<>Introvert, Sensing<>Intuitive, Thinking<>Feeling,
Perceiver<>Judger)
· Is the material age appropriate?

(Junior High- Concrete thinking, High School- Abstract thinking, etc.)
6. How does the Curriculum carry out the purpose of Christian Education in the UMC?

Through the development of Christian faith and discipleship, individuals and communities of faith may be transformed as they are inspired and challenged to:
· know and experience God through Jesus Christ

· claim and live God’s promises

· grow and serve as Christian disciples
7. In what ways does the curriculum enable participants to connect what they are learning with other facets of the life of the Church such as Mission, Stewardship, Worship, etc.?
8. Does the curriculum material incorporate recent shifts in teaching and learning models?

Previous Models




Contemporary Models
Schooling/Activity




Christian Formation

Training People





Learning Together

Teaching as Instruction/Information


Teaching for Transformation

Focus on the Institution




Focus on Living as God’s People
Adapted from material presented by Jo Biggerstaff.
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