When Grace is the Chauffer

Mission


1. Responsible Grace

· God’s grace is available to all

· Once we accept that grace, we can’t stand still in our Christian walk, we must either press forward or we will regress

· Growth in holiness is not automatic: we must nurture a continuing responsiveness to God’s progressive empowering grace

· We must “respond” to God’s grace, i.e. we must be “responsible”

2. Service Learning
· Reciprocity - the exchange of giving and receiving between the “server” and the person or group “being served”

· Why get youth involved in service?

· How do you put together a mission program?

· Leading your youth in reflection before/during/after the mission experience

3. Service Learning

· “Service-learning is a form of experiential education … where learning occurs through a cycle of action and reflection … as students work with others through a process of acting and reflecting to achieve real objectives for the community and deeper understanding and skills for themselves.” (Eyler & Giles)

· Students will learn:

a) The opportunity to serve is always present

b) The opportunity is, itself, a privilege

c) Even those who opt to stand alone physically in community, are systemically in relationship with other members of the community

d) Genuine relationships between neighbors near and far emerge and thrive when their actions are based on a commitment to the care and well-being of each other.

· Reflection sessions and journals must address power, justice, privilege, and diversity issues, and race.

· Service learning plants and situates the students in a reality whereby they are forced to confront their own attitudes.  It helps them to see themselves differently, to expand the narrowness of their own lives; and to recognize the fundamental threads of universality that binds each and every one of us.
4. John Wesley’s Economics

· The poor

· Preferential option for the poor

· Visiting the destitute and marginalized

· Taking a collection for the poor

· Organizations for the poor (including free health care)

· Keep the poor in mind when developing all activities

· Protest against injustice

· Merchants and doctors should be fair

· Against alcohol

· Against oppression (including war, slavery)

· Stewardship

· God is the owner of everything, we are stewards

· Gain all you can, save all you can, give all you can
5. Justice

· Rights of Racial and Ethnic persons – racism

· Rights of children

· Rights of the aging

· Rights of women

6. Global Issues

· Debt – the Jubilee

· Genocide and persecution

· Refugee resettlement

7. God’s Earth

· Population growth

· Water, Air, Soil, Minerals, Plants

· Energy resources

· Recycling

· Endangered species

8. Grace –how do the 3 types tie in to mission?

· Prevenient – a mission experience can bring youth to the church and expose them to conditions outside of their experience.

· Serving the homeless – seeing people who only eat once a day, have no bed to sleep in
· Mexico – seeing how people live in the third world

· Justifying – youth respond to God’s grace with mission work
· Sanctifying – youth who bring others with them to do mission work, who help lead trips
9. Wesley quotes

· “Do all the good you can,
By all the means you can,
In all the ways you can,
In all the places you can,
At all the times you can,
To all the people you can,
As long as ever you can.” - Wesley

·  “Are there not a few among you that could give a hundred pounds, perhaps some that could give a thousand, and yet leave your children as much as would help them to work out their own salvation?”

· “I would not desire them to lose one meal in a week, but to use as cheap food, clothes, … as possible.”

· Wesley thought that it was far better to carry relief to the poor, than to send it.  Not only for their sake but also because this was “far more apt to soften our heart, and to make us naturally care for each other.”

· The value then of visiting the poor is that both hearts and minds may be transformed, that experience may lead to understanding.

· “On the following days, I visited many of our poor, to see with my own eyes what their wants were, and how they might be effectually relieved.”

10. Practices of Compassion

· Luke 10:30-37 (good Samaritan) – who is not my neighbor?

· Compassion is the capacity or feeling of suffering with another person.  Sharing another’s pain, burden, injustice, or hurt.  More than “feeling sorry” – care enough to take on some pain

· Christian compassion moves beyond sentimentality or pity to concrete acts of mercy and kindness – Matthew 10:42 (whoever gives a cup of water…)

· Self-risk compassion – present in the suffering love of a crucified God – is the “minority” approach to life.

11. Mission

· The word “mission” comes from a Latin word that refers to the particular task or assignment given to a person sent on another’s behalf.

· Looking in scripture, we find 4 forms of mission:

a) Proclamation and Witness

1. Mark 6:7-13

2. Luke 24:1-11

3. Acts 1:8

4. Acts 16:9-10

b) Tending the Needs of Humanity

1. Matthew 25:31-46

2. Mark 5:1-34

3. Luke 10:30-37

4. John 21:15-19

c) Advocating for Change in Systems That Oppress

1. Luke 4:18

2. Amos 5:24

3. Micah 4:3

4. Micah 6:8

d) Reciprocal and Reconciling Ministries

1. 1 Corinthians 12

2. Ephesians 4:1-16

3. 1 John 3:11

· “Mission” is not just a part of what the church does.  It is the essence of the church.  The calling and sending action of God forms its identity.  Mission is founded on the mission of God in the world, rather than the church’s effort to extend itself.
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