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The American Heritage Dictionary defines evangelism as “Zealous preaching and dissemination of the gospel, as through missionary work.”
  If we use this definition, however, we are limiting evangelism to preaching and sharing the good news of Jesus Christ.  Evangelism must include more than that.  It should also be concerned with follow through.  After someone has heard the good news and accepted it, what will happen next?  How will we help them continue to grow in their faith?  This narrow focus on evangelism as strictly telling the story is not enough.  But what more do we need to include?

We come a little closer when we consider William J. Abraham’s definition of evangelism.  Abraham says that evangelism is “primary initiation into the kingdom of God.”
  To initiate someone into the kingdom of God, we must first share the good news.  But that needs to be followed by activities which bring that person into the kingdom of God.  They must be baptized and then trained in the ways of the church.  Abraham makes a great point that the gospel did not initially spread because of a great evangelism program or because the apostles meditated on the Great Commission, but it spread because God was in the midst of a community surrounded by people puzzled by what they saw happening in that community.
  People saw that great things were happening in the Christian community and they wanted to know why.  John Wesley was a good example of an evangelist as thus described.  He not only proclaimed the gospel, but he made sure that people were incorporated into the class meetings where they might learn more about Christianity.
  He also spent a significant portion of his time helping others, including visiting the sick and those in prison and collecting money for the poor.  So evangelism cannot be limited to the proclamation of the gospel.  It must include kingdom elements as well.

Mortimer Arias believes that the theme of the kingdom of God has almost disappeared from evangelistic preaching.
  Many preachers are more focused on saving individual souls, rather than spreading the word about the reign of God.  This problem is especially obvious in the large mega-churches that focus primarily on the good life.  Many of these preachers spend all of their time sharing the good news without also talking about the cost of discipleship.  Jesus, on the other hand, was very focused on telling everyone about the kingdom and encouraged his disciples to do the same.  He was clear with his disciples that the Christian life was not always going to be easy.  The cost is very high. Walter Brueggemann states that evangelism and church growth are related but definitely not synonymous.
  Often churches use the label of evangelism to grow the church.

Jesus proclaimed both the presence of the kingdom and the imminence of the kingdom of God.  The kingdom “has already come, is coming now, and will come in its fullness at the end of time.”
  This feature of the kingdom, that it is here now but even more of it will be here later, is critical to our understanding of evangelism.  We cannot just focus on saving souls but must also work on creating God’s kingdom here on earth.

Until recently, the focus of evangelism was on bringing new converts to Christianity.  The United States is becoming less Christian each year.  Lesslie Newbigin points out that as Western culture becomes more secular, the church is in a missionary situation in what used to be the center of Christendom.
  Walls agrees that the West has became part of the non-Christian world.  Looking at how Christianity has moved from land to land, it suggests that there are no permanent Christian lands.  Most Christians now live in Africa, Asia, Latin America or the Pacific, whereas 100 years ago most of them lived in Europe or the United States.
  Perhaps this will serve to remind us that we need to continue to evangelize in our own country, even within our churches.  Brueggemann sees three constituencies for evangelism: outsiders, jaded insiders, and children becoming adults.
  We must remember as we evangelize that many inside of the walls of the church need to hear the good news.  Walls believes that a multi-cultural church is now possible and says that we need to focus on making the nations into disciples, rather than making some disciples in each nation.
  The good news is meant for all people, not just those that look and think as we do.

How should the church be involved in evangelism?  Arias says that the holistic announcement of the kingdom can take place as the natural projection of the local church in proclamation, fellowship, celebration, teaching and learning, and service.
  If we want to follow the example of Christ, we can see that the evangelism of Jesus was kingdom, holistic, liberating, incarnational, and about discipleship.
  


Andrew Sung Park says that we need to pay attention to those sinned against more than those who sinned.  Those who are sinned against have “han” which is a Korean word for wounded or violated.  Han leaves a person bitter, ashamed or broken-hearted.  Park sees redemption as the healing of han and says that we should approach theology from the viewpoint of those who are sinned against.  For example, in the movie “The Mission,” the character Rodriego is unable to heal his han until he is forgiven by the Guarani people, whom he had harmed in his life as a slave trader.
  The priests were unable to provide him with relief from his han.

Brueggemann describes evangelism as occurring in three scenes: the theological conflict, the announcement of victory, and the lived appropriation.  This drama is repeated throughout the Bible stories, in both the Old and New Testaments.
  Brueggemann says that the world is in jeopardy from drugs, violence, fear, greed, and isolation.  We can no longer pretend that it is not in trouble.  But perhaps the Christians have the clue to a new way of life.  The church can be the place for an alternate conversation, which offers to free us from our enslavements to a common, liberated obedience.


There is not a single scripture which is the definitive commissioning text.  However, Matthew 28:18-20 does include many of the aspects of evangelism.  “And Jesus came and said to them, ‘All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.’”
  In this scripture, the disciples are sent to preach to all people, but they are also sent to baptize the new disciples and to teach them about the faith.  The piece that is missing from this scripture is the kingdom of God.  In addition to preaching and baptizing and teaching, it is critical to focus on the kingdom.  If I could add one scripture to this Matthew text, it would be Micah 6:8, “He has told you, O mortal, what is good; and what does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?”
  This scripture helps define the kingdom of God for me.


Evangelism was defined by Dr. Heath on the first day of Evangelism class as “the holistic initiation of persons into the reign of God as revealed in Jesus Christ.  It is carried out through three activities: preaching, teaching and healing.”
  This definition contains all of the elements that are critical to evangelism.  It uses the word reign instead of kingdom since the word kingdom is often confusing to people in this day and time, but the reign of God is central to her definition.  It includes preaching and teaching as mentioned in the Matthew text but it also includes healing.  Healing in this case can be considered not only the healing of individuals, but the healing of the world and all of its creatures.  All of these items are critical when evangelizing, but the most important is the reign of God.  If we are not moving toward the reign of God, all of our work is for nothing.
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