Community Building in Youth Ministry


Community Building:

· Must be intentional

· Requires commitments

· Is limited by size

· Must respect individual needs

· Requires an environment which invites community

· Includes everyone

· Is Christ-centered

A Healthy Community has:

· Interaction

· Intensity

· Affirmation

· Corporeality (practical, material, tangible)

· Reciprocity

· Commitment

· Continuity

· Openness

Community Building involves:

· Discovering each other

· Playing together

· Communicating with each other

· Affirming each other

· Spending time together

· Serving together

· Learning together

· Worshipping God together

· Ministering to each other

“Building Christian community is one of the most critical tasks we face in youth ministry.  Through Christian community we transmit the faith and form disciples, strengthening them to go out in mission and ministry.  We want youth in the group to relate to one another so we can do programming, mission, service, and so forth.  Community is important for what it models biblically and theologically.  The faith story of the Bible is built on community….The key to what we do in building community is inviting youth to become part of that community of faith [the community of faith disclosed in the Biblical story].”  

Dr. John Gooch, 103 Questions Youth Workers Ask, Discipleship Resources, 2003.
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