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Beyond The Paintball Mentality

Jeremiah never played paintball!

Mary wasn’t on a ski trip when she was called to be a Godbearer1!

Timothy never went to Six Flags!

Yet, they were all faithful Youth called to help transform the world and to help make the Kingdom of God more visible to their peers as well as their elders.

I am always surprised to find Youth Ministry programs that seem to focus on Ski Trips or several paintball adventures.  Or that consider an annual pilgrimage to Six Flags a Faithful commitment to evangelism.  Yet, these Youth programs do exist.  Some of them even spend a significant amount of time fundraising $$$ for these grand adventures!

I recently heard a Youth Minister brag about taking a Youth Group from 10 to 85 students…. in just one month!  Can you believe it?  What do you suppose the “fun” activity was that drew so many potential disciples?  A beach trip?  Goofy games?  Movie night?

I casually asked how many of those 85 Youth were doing ministry.

“Well, there’re ALL *in* the ministry!”

No.  How many are living out God’s call to transform their world?  How many visit the sick, feed the hungry, cloth the naked?  How many have held the hand of a fellow teen…. one who was dying from AIDS?

“Oh, but, they all got ‘saved’ at this cool concert we went to!”

Yes, and then what did they do?

“What do you mean, ‘then’ what did they do?”

I mean, Salvation is the work of God.  How did they respond?

“Well, um, they, um, ……I don’t really know.”

Jeremiah, Mary, and Timothy don’t seem all that extraordinary to me.  They seem like pretty normal Youth actually.  Maybe their peers marginalized them.  Maybe they were mainstream.  But, what was extraordinary was the way they responded to God’s call.  They changed their world, and in doing so, they changed ours.

Now, I know, somebody is going to get mad and say to me:

“Why don’t you want kids to have fun?”

“Yeah!  Why don’t you?”

Well, I’m not bashing “fun” at all.  I’m suggesting that sometimes we substitute “fun” for call.  The call of God.  I’ve been guilty of this in my ministry with Youth.  Maybe you have too.

Maybe there are some rational theological justifications for paintball (I don’t really think there are any, but since my theology is “under-developed,” let me give this the benefit of the doubt).  But, are we so busy with one outing after another that we have forgotten to ask Youth how their God-life is?  Have we forgotten to take time to equip them for Christian action?  Have we forgotten to give them sacred “space” and sacred “time” and sacred “quiet” to hear God’s call on their lives?

“So, what’s your point?”

Well, maybe, this week, instead of “doing” Youth Ministry…. what if we started helping Youth “do” ministry?  What if we helped Youth to listen to God?  To listen for God?  What if we helped Youth take their first tentative steps in their vocational call to be in ministry and mission in God’s world with God’s people?

“But, what about that new cool version of the egg in the armpit race I was going to do?”

Well, maybe that needs to wait.

“Wait for what?”

Wait for God to get done with these Youth.  And for God to get done with you and with me.  

God, help us?
1I am indebted to the idea for this article and the term Godbearer to: The Godbearing Life: The Art of Soul Tending for Youth Ministry by Kenda Creasy Dean and Ron Foster, Nashville, Upper Room Books, 1998.

Charles W. Harrison

Youth Ministry Associates, Copyright 2001.  POBOX  830490  Richardson Texas  75083
www.YouthMinistryAssociates.org          www.mcyouth.org
Charles W. Harrison  972.333.9870  charles@mcyouth.org

