A Wesleyan Model for Thinking About Salvation


Grace:  Unmerited favor.  God’s grace is extended to sinful humanity in providing salvation and forgiveness through Jesus Christ that is not deserved, and withholding the judgment that is deserved (Rom. 3:24; Eph. 1:7; Titus 2:11)
Prevenient Grace: The Grace that “comes before” any human response to God in Justification or conversion.  This grace of God is extended and persons may choose whether or not to believe.  The human decisions of the faithful are responsive to and enabled by God’s grace.
Preventing Grace: “The first wish to please God, the first dawn of light concerning his will, and the first slight transient conviction of having sinned against him.”  John Wesley
Convincing Grace:  “Usually in Scripture termed ‘repentance’ which brings a larger measure of self knowledge, and a farther deliverance from the heart of stone.”  John Wesley
Justifying Grace: The grace of God extended to those who believe in Jesus Christ and thus are justified or saved.
Sanctifying Grace: The grace that God gives throughout the Christian life to enable one to live and grow as a faithful disciple.
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